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= THETIMES OF ISRAEL

Joy in hospital as baby born
on Independence Day after
7-year infertility battle

The newborn, delivered in a medical center amid coronavirus pandemic,
was ‘the most wonderful Independence Day gift imaginable, mom says

By NATHAN JEFFAY o o @ o o 1;2_'618

After seven years of fertility treatments and 48 hours of labor, a woman
gave birth to a baby boy on Wednesday, eliciting expressions of joy from
staff at a hospital amid the hardship caused by the coronavirus pandemic.

“It was the most Day gift imagi " an
exhausted Danit Shipe told The Times of Israel, adding that after a
marathon three-epidural labor she was excited to bring happiness to
doctors and nurses on the front lines of Israel’s coronavirus fight.

She struggled for years to become pregnant, in a heart-wrenching saga
that came to an end on Israel’s 72nd birthday in the maternity ward at
Hillel Yaffe Medical Center in Hadera.

Midwife Katia Amarna said it was clear that her patient was beaming with
delight, despite the compulsory mask. “With everyone wearing masks
these days it can be hard to get a sense of how they are feeling,” she said.
“But with Danit, the excitement was so tremendous that it could be seen
easily through the mask.”

Shipe said that after such along
journey to become pregnant she was
nervous about the potential risk of
coronavirus at the hospital, but
decided there was no point worrying.
“I'thought a lot about coronavirus,
but decided we’re in the hands of
God.”

‘Though Shipe, 43, from Or Akiva, is
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